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THE BLOG

| Created A Theatre Show To Stamp Out The Stereotypes Of A
Young Black Man
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51 10

SUBSCRIBE AND FOLLOW
ENTERTAINMENT

Le:

"I thought people fram South East Landon just stabbed and killed each ather | didn't know
you get an education.” B<1 Newsletter

This was the response | was met with during my Fresher's Week at East 15 Acting School
when a young lady asked where | was from, and | proudly replied "South East London "

Subscribe Now —

I'd be lying if | said | wasn'tirritated, but | realised that her perception was a common
stereotype of young black males that many also shared

G-I- Google+
started to 'play up' to the labels | was given, while secretly grappling to find my identity and

e _
Pil

Hoodlum. Big for nothing. Dyslexic. Under-achiever. Lower-class. Poor. Fat boy. Hot head
[Loud mouth. Young carer IC3 Male. Panda - what the bullies called me. And Bison - my

street name. All of these labels reflected assumptions about me by individuals who didn't
understand the behaviour | exhibited, the music | listened to the culture | came from or the

Growing up | constantly battled with how | was perceived by teachers, the police, strangers,
friends and family, but what | struggled with most was how | saw myself. Because of this | 8 o
napcha

PROMOTED BY ARLA PROTEIN

enormous responsibilities | was carrying as a young teen

Lacking a sense of purpose and identity, | sought refuge in the sub-cultures which were

surrounding me.
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https://www.thetung.co.uk/thetunghome/review-big-foot-at-stratford-circus
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https://www.thetung.co.uk/thetunghome/review-big-foot-at-stratford-circus
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Big Foot

TheKey Theatre, Octobar 20-21
High Rise Theatre
returnsto the city this
weekend with Big Foot,
asemi-autobiographical
production written by
Joseph Barnes-Phillips.
Dominic Garfield's
production headlines

the Key Theatre stage for
Black History Month, and
offersafrank coming of
agestory told with grime

https://www.pressreader.com/uk/the-peterborough-evening-telegraph/20171019

PETERBOROUGHTELEGRAPH |

==

Though he enjoyed
exploring his Guayanese
heritage in the play
through music, stories
and food, Joseph said

collective of artists and
performers with family
roots spanning five
continents, who have
enjoyed recent success
with The Concrete Jungle
Book.

Their social and political
theatre uses elements
ofurban youth eulture,
such as hip hopBlack
Theatre Liveisanational
consortium of regional
theatres which has
delivered acclaimed

folk stories. Th
show will star Joseph
Barnes-Phillips, merging
comedy with tragic
content to play Rayleigh,
hisgirlfriend Spice Girl.
and his Guyanese mother
Moongazer, whose name
is taken from African
folk tradition. The title
comes from the writer's
experiences of racial
stereotyping, noting that,
especially when wearing
ahoodie, strangers tend
toseea threatening,
unintelligent man.
However, the show
explores Rayleigh's many
hats: his stalus asa gang
member, achurchgoer,
son toasick mother and
boyfriend toa pregnant
girlfriend.

The story asks what it
means to become aman
inthemodern day, when
theeuphoric highs of
teenage life collide with
adult responsibilities.
Rayleigh tries to negotiate
hisway through many
identities, while trying to
avoid making the same
mistakes as his father.
Speaking of ereating High
Rise, Joseph said: “T've
experienced many of the
themes and issues first
hand, sol wanted to give
avoice to anyonethat has
beenunder tremendous
pressure and had to make
life changing decisions,
when actually you don’t
want to grow up.”

“The hardest thing has
been searching through
memories thought I'd
dealt with and the ones I'd
buried.”
On the politics of ethnie
minority theatre, he is
direct: “One of my biggest
issues beinga BAME
actor is with that very

it TRt

Shakespeare revisions
and ‘Diary ofa Hounslow
rl’, offering their sixth
Peterborough production
in time for October’s
national eelebrationof
black British cultures.
However, Joseph returns
tothe dramaitself: *l just
want the audience connect

withit,and useit as
howwe are perceived and an opportunity to explore
howwe are represented how they feel about some

55 the arts in Britain.
that Black Theatre

ofthe things happening in
their lives”

iswilling to learn and take

risks;
High Rise Theatreisa

p the event

in three words, Joseph
says: "Colourful, heartfelt,
energetic.

55

https://mww.pressreader.com/uk/the-peterborough-evening-telegraph/20171019
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Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds
SUFFOLK DA 8

Home - To See All Twults

ffolk Days Twitter Feed

Se Wed 25 October 17
Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds Tweets b, « o
folk Theatres BIgRo0k —
Su RN High Rise Theatre with Black Theatre Live & Stratford Circus & suffolk
Se Arts Centre ewich IpswichI Life Saving
e hLsC
X Barnes-Phillip:
See More Twults dires i Well done to our #Fookie
#lifeguards in yesterdays
Monday 20 November 2017 3 5 ulinity meet #lifesaving #Suffolk pairs t.) monthl v visits:
Ipswich Regent Theatre < L competition, (es ) 0 y visits:
Million Dollar Quartet Lots of potential and experience
gained.
Monday 20 November 2017 ‘
Theatre Royal Bury St Embed View on Twitter

Edmunds
The Nutcracker - Vienna
Festival Ballet

(est.) covera ge views:

Big Foot 1=

- folk Days Instagram Fe:

Monday 20 November 2017
The Apex - Bury St Edmunds
Omar Sosa and Seckou Keita
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Tuesday 21 November 2017
Marina Theatre Lowestoft
David Hockney at the Royal
Academy of Arts
J it Twit Facebook

Visit Website
Tuesday 21 November 2017

Ipswich Corn Exchange Direct
Saba Douglas Hamilton A Life
With Elephants

s To Venue

‘Wednesday 22 November 2017
The Quay Theatre, Sudbury
Quay Bar Quiz

Thursday 23 November 2017
The Quay Theatre, Sudbury
NT Live: Follies (Delayed Live)

Thursday 23 November 2017
The New Wolsey Theatre
Red Riding Hood

Thursday 23 November 2017
The Spa Pavilion - Felixstowe
The Good Old Music Hall Days

Thursday 23 November 2017
Marina Theatre Lowestoft
Paul Chowdhry - Live Innit

Friday 24 November 2017
The Quay Theatre, Sudbury
Mata Hari

Friday 24 November 2017
The Spa Pavilion - Felixstowe
The Nuteracker - Vienna
Festival Ballet
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There's a fantastic line up this autumn at the Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds.

domain authority:

From Elvis to Sister Act and from Dickens to Dirty Dancing there's something for everyone.

October starts with Clare Presland Sings, spend the evening with this
talented mezzo soprano and pianist, along with actors John Shrapnel and
Dame Janct Suzman (Sun 1 Oct) followed by A Judgement in Stone, widely
considered to be one of Ruth Rendell’s greatest works, a murder mystery

with a thrilling revelation (Mon 2 — Sat 7 Oct).

At Conservatoire EAST, an internatonal production of The Tempest, the

gripping Sha

by Bilimankhwe Arts (Wed 4 Oct).

cspearcan Comedy of magic, betrayal, fear and redemption,

The Snowlics is an adventure in a beautlul icy land with the Ashe
Ericksson reading to you from her two beautful books as you sit with her
on stage (Sun 15 Oct) and later explore The Lure of the Ghost Story with
Reggic Oliver as he looks at ghost stories throughout history from the

carliest tmes up to present day (Sun 15 Oct).

Lesage’s savage cighteenth-century comedy Turcaret, a story of monstrous

wealth and whopping lies (Wed 18 — Sat 21 Oct).

srthern Broadsides then present For Love or Money, an adaptation of

In time for Hallowe’en, the spookiest Trick or Treat show ever, Crafty’s
Creepy Castle. Come in vour scariest costume and join the adventure (Sun
99 D)ty
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https://www.visit-burystedmunds.co.uk/blog/2017/autumn-at-the-theatre-royal-bury-st-edmunds
https://www.visit-burystedmunds.co.uk/blog/2017/autumn-at-the-theatre-royal-bury-st-edmunds
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